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August—Early mornings and late evenings—escape the heat, enjoy the refuge

Photographer Jon Long has shared the above Dictures
and the one on this month’s calendar with us. He
wanted to share “his refuge” with others who
appreciate the scenery,

July Notes

Wallie Breaden and “Friends”
have been the highlight of the
Undercover of Darkness tours
this year. Must say that his barn
owl, who hisses and fusses
from the time he arrives until
he leaves about an hour Jater, makes quite an
tmpression on everyone! This year we have been
able to make use of the EE building to begin the
tours so we have been able to “beat the heat” a bit
and have some “light on the
subject” when Wallie
shows us his friends and we
talk about other night
“critters”. It also allows us
- W to make even better use of
the donated mounts so tour goers can see some of
the animals that roam at night.

We have had some hardy tour goers this year. The
night of the big storm we even had folks watting to
go on standby, turns out we had a nice evening!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Our annual August Tech Day will be held at the
EE building on Quanah Parker Lake at 10 AM
on August 16™. Tech day is always a time when
we review policy and procedure for the tours,
but this year we have the addaded opportunity
to meet with Michael Pope from the Lawton
Constitution who will be offering some photo tips
to our members. He brings a lot of experience to
the meeting and those who enjoy taking photos
will be interested in his information.

Tech Day is traditionally a pot luck lunch---
bring something to share with others and a good
appetite. We will also have a short business
meeting and a quick field trip to the Visitor
Center to review where to locate our tour
materials, etc.

***WE NEED YOU!!

Officer elections are coming up in August
and we need to find members willing to step up
and take on some leadership. Please let us know
if you would consider holding office.

Share your memories of a special refuge
experience with others...send them to Katherine
Hunt at P.O. Box 236, Indiahoma, OK 73552 for
inclusion in a future monthly bulletin.

General Information

*Uniforms for drivers, tour leaders and assistants are light
blue “denim” type shirts. You may purchase a FOW patch for
the sleeve and after you have completed 50 hours of service
the refuge will provide a volunteer patch for the other sleeve.
You will need to sign a volunteer agreement with D’ Ana
Mallow at the Visitor Center.

* If you are helping in any way on the tours you will be
provided a nametag. Cail Paula Irwin at (580) 355-
6029 and she will order one for you.

*  Youalso need to see Lori or D’Ana at the VC and fill
out a volunteer form.

OFFICERS
President: Orville Ducheneaux
Vice President: Donna Phillips
Treasurer: Helen Riley
Secretary: Katherine Hunt
Parliamentarian: Richard Jarrell

Visitor Center: (Lori Jones):
580-429-3222

Don’t forget your membership card entitles vou to a
discount at the Visitor Center Bookstore. Show vour
card and get a discount on your bookstore purchases




Working With Wood

Like many others who are concerned about how the next generation views and
interacts with the natural world, I have read with interest Richard Louv's
seminal work, Last Child in the Woods, a boak that details the “nature deficit
disorder” afflicting many of today’s children.

By Louv’s contention, the migration of families from a rural to an
urban/suburban existence, has ied to a generation of children that is more
comfortable playing indoors with computers and video games than in their
backyards, nearby woods or marshes, According to Louv, the consequences of
this change have ramifications for not just lifestyle, but also the health of our children.

As parents of a 5-year-old, my wife and I are well acquainted with the challenges of keeping a child
connected with nature when “go outside and play” is not as ready and rich an option as when we
grew up. Like many DC-based conservationists we live in an urban area, with a backyard that can
be fully explored within minutes. Visits to local refuges and other natural areas are less frequent
than I'd like and require a degree of supervision.

In light of that, I recently put to the test Louv’s assertion that children let loose in the woods
would, in fact, find all sorts of interesting things to do on their own. On a sunny afternoon in the
early spring, I gathered up my daughter and a friend and took them to a heavily wooded local
park. Walking down a trail, we noticed an uprooted tree knocked down by a storm and took the
opportunity to examine what might be found among the twisted roots and in the hole beneath.

To my surprise both kids took an immediate interest, using small sticks to pick away at the dirt and
rocks to reveal bugs and other inhabitants. I quickly moved away to an observation post 40 or 50
yards away and watched quietly to see how long this exploration would last. An hour and a half
later, with the sun retiring, I rejoined them only to learn that they had little interest in leaving.
During that time, they had happily dissected sections of the rotted tree and proudly proclaimed
that they were “waorking with woed!”

While I roundly support healthier children who enjoy the ocutdoors and are better adjusted as a
result, my central interest in the subject relates more to the question of how the next generation of
decision-makers views natural habitats and wildlife. Will a generation brought up on Wii, Tivo and
hi-def TV care if we lose a few species here or there, or express concern about sacrificing a natural
wetland to development when an artificial solution might produce simiiar clean water and flooding
benefits?

I don't know the answer and am not eager to find out. What I do know is that the Refuge System
offers an unparaileled opportunity to reach families from all geographies and ethnicities. With 548
refuges, many within an hour's drive of most metropolitan areas, we have a chance to engage
diverse communities that wouldn't necessarily seek out environmental education or outdoor
recreation opportunities, and help visitors of all ages develop a personal stake in the future of our
country’s natural heritage. I am convinced the Refuge System can serve as the foundation for
America’s most successful efforts to administer environmental education.

Although refuges and Friends groups across the country are actively and enthusiastically engaged
in administering such programs, the need greatly exceeds capacity. The Refuge System is
positioned to become the emotional and educational link to the natural world for the next
generation of Americans, but it's up to the NWRA, FWS and other partners to make such a lofty
goal a reality. We owe nothing less to this and future generations of children that will grow up to
make pivotal decisions about how we manage our natural resources.

Onward and upward!

{President of the National Wildlife Refuge Association)






